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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Jefferson  County  Courthouse,  Boulder,  MT 
Jeanie  Knight,  County  Sanitarian,  Box  622,  Boulder,  MT 
Jefferson  County  Planning  Board,  County  Courthouse,  Boulder,  MT 
George  H.  Christensen,  Mayor , Town  of  Boulder,  P.0.  Box  68,  Boulder,  MT 
Harold  Hansen,  Mayor,  Town  of  Whitehall,  P.0.  Box  539,  Whitehall,  MT 
Woodrow  Bowman,  County  Attorney,  Jefferson  Co.  Courthouse,  Boulder,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 
CMcfntana  State  Library,  Harold  Chambers,  930  E.  Lyndale , Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  Section  i6--2 .2(2)-P2030, 
Rule  IV,  the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning | Jefferson 
County  40-Yard  Container  System. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  ( 15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  the 
allotted  time. 


JEL  :vc 
Ends . 


Sincerely, 
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JAMES  E.  LEITER 

SoTid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Mgmt.  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Jefferson  County  Solid  Waste  Container  Program 

Description  Of  Project  As  part  of  a county  wide  refuse  disposal  system,  Jefferson 

County  is  implementing  a 40  yard  refuse  container  transfer  program.  The 

program  currently  consists  of  four  container  sites  at  Montana  City,  Clancy, 
Jefferson  City,  and  Whitehall.  A new  site  is  proposed  for  Basin.  Solid  wastes 

are  deposited  in  the  containers  which  are  subsequently  hauled  for  landfill 

disposal.  The  comments  attached  summarize  the  potential  environmental  impacts 
from  the  system.  Completed  applications  and  site  maps  are  available  for  in- 
spection in  the  office  of  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau. 


POTENTIAL  TMPACT  ON  PH'"  I CAL  ET  IRONMF.NT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unkn own 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Jefferson  County  Sanitarian 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


i 


June  8,  1982 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


1.  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats  - The  refuse  container 
system  consists  of  small  sites,  approximately  one  acre  in  size,  which 
will  be  used  for  public  disposal  areas.  Since  the  sites  are  generally 
located  near  populated  areas  and  are  relatively  small,  there  will  be 
little  impact  to  most  terrestrial  animal  and  plant  species.  Certain 
small  animals  species,  such  as  ground  squirrels,  may  relocate  as  a result 
of  increased  activity  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sites. 

5.  Aesthetics  With  proper  maintenance,  there  will  be  little,  if  any, 
adverse  affects  on  aesthetic  values.  In  certain  cases,  the  program  will 
replace  less  suitable  solid  waste  disposal  or  storage  facilities  and  will 
actually  cause  positive  aesthetic  improvements.  More  convenient  disposal 
facilities,  such  as  the  40-yard  sites,  should  encourage  greater  use  of  approved 
systems  and  result  in  less  indiscriminate  roadside  dumping. 

8 . Demands  on  environmental  resources  of  land,  water,  air,  and  energy. 

Small  parcels  of  land  will  be  set  aside  for  use  as  container  sites.  Since 
most  were  previously  used  as  disposal  locations  or  not  in  productive  use, 
there  will  be  a minimal  loss  of  potentially  valuable  land  resources. 

Energy  resources  will  be  somewhat  redistributed.  In  some  cases,  in- 
dividual citizens  will  have  less  distance  to  travel  to  reach  approved 
disposal  sites,  representing  a net  saving  in  fossil  fuels.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  transfer  truck  will  use  some  additional  fuels.  The  net  increase 
or  decrease  in  consumption  should  be  relatively  insignificant. 


Potential  Impact  on  Human  Environment 


10.  Demands  for  government  services  The  container  program,  as  a county 
operation,  will  employ  one  individual  as  transfer  truck  driver.  Maintenance 
of  containers  and  sites  will  require  some  additional  government  services. 

12.  Demands  for  Energy  (See  #8  above) 

14.  Transportation  Networks  and  traffic  flows  Local  traffic  patterns  will 
change  somewhat  in  the  vicinity  of  the  40-yard  container  sites.  The  change 
should  not  cause  adverse  affects,  however. 


